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In What went before Hanco Kolk researches the often-
unknown backstories behind big names imprinted in 
our collective memories, in smooth, flowing lines with 
a generous dose of humour. 

Did William Shakespeare really create Romeo and 
Juliet? 
What made Cinderella tick, according to Sigmund 
Freud? 
What does Mickey Mouse have to do with the battle 
of Hastings?  
…And Frankenstein with Chat GPT? 
What influence did Dracula have on Victorian women 
with salacious tendencies? 

Kolk travels to places far away and times long past, 
to find answers to these, and many other questions. 

Hanco Kolk

Hanco Kolk is one of the most prominent Dutch comic 
artists, praised by both mainstream audiences and 
serious art circles. He is best-known for his humorous 
creations with collaborator Peter de Wit, with Kolk 
usually being the illustrator and co-writer. Among their 
works are the historical adventure comic ‘Gilles de Geus’ 
(1983-2003), the photo comic ‘Mannetje en Mannetje’ 
(1988-1995) and the newspaper gag comic ‘S1ngle’ 
(2000- ...). Kolk is equally renowned for his drawing 
style, which is linear and has become soberer and more 
refined over the years.

Visit www.letterenfonds.nl for information about translation grants.

NRC

“It’s hard to put down this comic, that answers all 
the questions any geeks, nerds and culture lovers 

might have.”

De 9e Kunst

“What went before is not an album that you should 
read in one go. It is a cheerful book about art-

history, that ought to be enjoyed with attention 
and detail.”












