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Ada
Following the success of Galapagos, Olbrechts brings 
us another island-story based on true events. Ada 
Blackjack is the sole survivor of a tragic expedition 
to the arctic island Wrangel in 1921, organised by 
Vilhjalmur Stefansson. The money she was promised 
would be enough to afford the medical costs for her 
son’s tuberculosis treatment, so Ada was eager to join.

Although it was difficult from the start, the real trouble 
began in the winter of 1922. Three of the four men left 
the island to find help, but never returned. Ada had 
stayed behind to take care of the ailing fourth member, 
who died in June 1923. Ada remained alone on the 
island with Vic, the expedition’s cat, until they were 
rescued by Stefansson’s colleague in August 1923.

Upon her return, Ada was received as a hero, but 
she hated the media attention. Stefansson ended up 
twisting her story to use it to his own benefit, and 
never paid her wages in full. Olbrechts tells the story 
of this incredible, harrowing expedition from Ada’s 
perspective. 

Michaël Olbrechts (b. 1987) studied history at the 
KU Leuven and graphic storytelling at the Saint-Lukas 
academy in Brussels. He is a comic artist and freelance 
illustrator. In 2014, Olbrechts won the Silvester Debut 
Award for his first book “The Allerlaatste Tijger” (The 
Very Last Tiger), which was set in the Dutch-Indies and 
is based on his own family history. His most recent book, 
Galapagos, was the first graphic novel to be longlisted 
for the prestigious Flemish literary prize ‘The Boon’. 
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5 
The… The rifle… 
H…hurry! 
 
S…shoot the bastard! 
Go on! 
 
He…I think he’s gone.  
 
Wh…What are you waiting for?! 
 
Go after him! 
 
Too late! 
 
Dammit Ada! You’re worthless. We could’ve lived for weeks on that bear! 
 
He offered h…himself on s…silver platter!  
 
Sigh… 
 
Your stupidity will be the death of me.  
 
 
 
 
ADA 
 
Based on a true story 
 
 
6 
Ahem… 
Ladies and gentlemen.  
 
We’ve really outdone ourselves with this last speaker.  
 
I don’t think I’d be lying if I call him the greatest living explorer in the world.  
 
He inspires every boy to dream of an adventure of his own, and every girl of an adventurer 
of her own… 
 
Give him a big welcome… 
 
VILHJALMURRR STEFANSSONNNN!!! 
 
Thank you, 



thank you.  
 
Thank you! 
 
Let’s go, Knight, visuals. 
 
Quick! 
 
Aha! 
Behold, dear people: 
 
THE NORTH POLE! 
 
7 
A barren desert of endless silence… 
 
An everlasting winter that leaves your bones creaking with cold.  
 
Terrible! 
 
Starving polar bears, ready to jump you at any minute.  
 
Horrible! 
 
And that damned darkness. That crushes and disheartens the human spirit…  
 
Etcetera, etcetera.  
 
Sigh… Many a tale is spun about the North Pole.  
 
Mainly by people who’ve never set foot on it.  
 
Like this artist, who’s clearly never laid eyes on an actual polar bear.  
 
MEOW.  
 
Now, as you know, I HAVE been there. And I see things differently.  
 
I see the beauty, the opportunities.  
 
 
The North Pole is the future! One day, we’ll outgrow this place.  
 
A remote Paradise! Not hell on earth, but space, peace, and quiet!  
 
For everybody with a healthy body and optimistic mind who can handle a weapon… 
 



I think our friend here is having some issues with his rifle. 
 
He’s not from around here, I guess…      * haha haha haha haha* 
 
Is he recruiting, you think?  
 
A new expedition?  
 
No idea. But if he is, I HAVE to come.  
 
That’s why I wrote my latest book: “The Friendly Arctic” from which I’ll be reading you a few 
passages.  
 
Signed copies will be available afterwards.  
 
Does it say anything about “The Karluk”?! 
 
I’ll bet those eleven poor boys are resting peacefully, on that North Pole of yours!  
 
SILENCE, dammit! 
 
Show some respect! 
 
Unseemly! My apologies, Mr. Stefansson.  
 
The book begins with a letter I received from the Canadian Prime Minister…  
















